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schools. Of the population of ten years and |
over the percentage of illiteracy shown hy
the Census of 1930 was 4.3 per cent; in 1920
5.9 per cent and in 1910 77.7 per cent. There
are now 22 publicly supported institutions un-
der state government and control; 31 univer-
sities and colleges privately owned and con-
trolled by Northern white church boards; and
17 privately supported by Negro church or-
ganizations.

Negro Problem, a term loosely applied to
the various questions, social, political, and eco-
nomic, arising out of the emancipation of the
negro slaves.

The negro problem became acute in Amer-
, ica during the period of reconstruction, when
the dominant party in the North sought to as-
sure to the emancipated slaves, through the
war amendments and civil legislation, all the
rights enjoyed by their former masters. Only
Dy the ballot, they believed, could the negro
defend himself against virtual re-enslavement.

With the withdrawal of the Northern troops
from the South the white population regained
control of the State governments, and virtual-
ly disfranchised the mass of the negroes, at
first through intimidation and other illegal
practices, later through constitutional amend-
ments. As a result, in a great part of the South
the negro is no longer a political factor. Indi-
rectly, however, the presence of a vast body of
negro citizens has had the effect of forcing the
whites to act together under a single political
party opposed to the extension of the suffrage
to the negro.

In 1895 Booker T. Washington, who found-
ed Tuskegee Institute, delivered an address at
Atlanta which attracted national attention. In
{.his address he proposed what was regarded as
a compromise for a partial settlement, or ar-
mistice, between the races. His doctrine was
expressed in the epigram, 'We can be as inde-
pendent as the fingers and as one as the hand,1
suggesting in this figure the social separation
of the races, and their economic co-operation.
The Third Pan-African Congress was held in
London in November, 1923, and resolutions
were passed asking for the negro a voice in his
own government, free elementary education,
the development of Africa for the benefit of
Africans, world disarmanent, or, failing that,
the right of blacks to bear arms in their own
defence, and the organization of commerce for
the benefit of the many. This Pan-African
Congress represented the intellectuals and the
educated, the so-called 'talented tenth' of the
negro race.
The result of the negro's, conflict with the
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white has been greatly to intensify the race
consciousness of the negro, which was further
enlarged by his experience in World Wars I
and II. This sentiment has found expression,
among other ways, in a group of writers of
vigorous prose and poetry, who have under-
taken to voice the wrongs of the race. Among
the more recent poets may be mentioned
James Weldon Johnson, Countee Cullen,
Claude McKay, and Langston Hughes.

Important also is the Negro's contribution
to both drama and music. There has been an
awakened national interest in the Negro drama
occasioned by the production of The Emperor
Jones and later by such plays as Porgy and
Green Pastures in which all the parts were tak-
en by negroes. In music the Negro spirituals
constitute one of the finest bodies of folk songs
in the world and Roland Hayes, Paul Robe-
son, and Marian Anderson are among the
most popular singers on the concert stage.
The blues and ragtime are also of negro origin
and constitute the elements of jazz.

During the Great War immigration from
Europe was largely shut off. As a result, in-
dustrial concerns, largely located in the North,
experienced a labor shortage, which was partly
met by negroes from the Southern States and
the West Indies. The migration of the negro
in considerable numbers into urban centers
provoked a number of race riots of more than
usual magnitude. A riot of extraordinary vio-
lence took place in Tulsa, Oklahoma on May
31 and June i, 1921. During World War II, in
the summer of 1943, serious race riots oc-
curred in Detroit, Mich., and in Harlem,
N. Y., which resulted in numerous deaths and
injuries and much property damage.

The first dispassionate study of one of these
riots, and the underlying causes, was that of
the Chicago Commission on Race Relations,
published in 1922, under the title The Negro in
Chicago. In this connection, mention may be
made also of a serious phase of the race prob-
lem discussed at greater length under another
heading (see LYNCHING) . In 1932 the Alabama
supreme court upheld the sentence of death on
nine Negroes found guilty of rape in the fa-
mous Scottsboro case. In 1937, after much
legal procedure, four of the defendants were
given long term prison sentences, and one re-
ceived a death sentence, which in 1938 was
commuted to life imprisonment. Cases
against the others were dropped.

As might be expected the negro has
shown great success in the undertaking where
he has had some experience, namely, agricul-
ture, especially the growing of cotton. In the